
BALTIMORE — Buyers of
new homes will save hun-
dreds of dollars each year
on energy bills as a result
of newly updated state
building energy standards
that went into ef fect
Sunday, according to a
press release from
Environment Maryland.
The new version of the

Maryland Building
Performance Standard will
make new homes and
of fices approximately 15
percent more energy effi-
cient than the previous
standard, according to the
press release. 
“America’s buildings con-

sume more than 40 percent
of the total energy we use,
and generate over half of
Maryland’s global warm-
ing pollution,” said Ewa
Krason, field organizer at
Environment Maryland.
“Maryland is the first state
in the nation to take this
critical step towards reduc-
ing and ultimately eliminat-
ing fossil fuel use in our
buildings, which will result
in real savings on energy
bills for home and busi-
ness owners.”
Included in the new ener-

gy conservation code are
requirements for better

insulation, more efficient
lighting and windows, test-
ing to identify and correct
leaky air ducts, and other
“off-the-shelf” technologies
that will yield cost-effective
energy savings for home
and business owners alike,
according to the press
release. An optional green
building standard will
allow builders to stretch
for even greater energy
savings.
“Maryland building offi-

cials deserve tremendous
credit for leading the coun-
try and taking action that
will save building owners
money while avoiding pol-
lution from burning fossil
fuels,” Krason said. “We
look forward to working
with the Department of
Housing and Community
Development and other
state officials to continue
to promote high-perform-
ance, energy ef ficient
buildings.”
Local jurisdictions have

six months to adopt the
new codes. Amendments
can be made to the build-
ing and residential codes
within the new Maryland
Building Performance
Standard, but not to the
energy code, said Don

Richardson, code enforce-
ment official for the Town
of Easton. 
More than 8,000 new

homes were built in
Maryland in 2010. While
many forward-thinking
builders have gone above
and beyond the minimum
requirements, most new
buildings are built no bet-
ter or worse than is
required by the state’s
building code, according to
the press release.
Improving the energy stan-
dards of these codes,
therefore, is one of the
most ef fective ways to
reduce energy use, save
home and business owners
money and prevent the
global warming pollution
that results from energy
generation. 

EASTON — The developer of
Locust Commons outlined
at a recent Easton Town
Council meeting the pro-
posed amendment to the
Planned Unit
Development during a
public hearing. 
Originally approved by

the town in 2004 as a PUD
with 13 attached town-
homes on 1.71 acres of
land at Locust Lane and
Salmon Avenue, the devel-
oper of Locust Commons
now is seeking town
approval for eight single-
family detached homes in
the development. 
Now-developer Doug

Milburn of HH Land LLC
said most of the infra-
structure is in place but
construction never began
due to the economic down-
turn. He said similar
developments in Easton
reached a peak selling
price of about $400,000
before the housing market
took a dive, then homes
sold for about $240,000
after the downturn. 
“It’s more cost-ef fective

building one single-family
detached home at a time
rather than one town-

house structure. It’s been
dif ficult securing building
loans from banks with the
downturn,” he said.
Milburn said the homes

would be priced between
$200,000 and $250,000,
targeting people who
make at least $50,000 a
year. 
“Our proposal fits well

with the community con-
cept,” he said. “We want to
see it get to its comple-
tion. I want a neighbor-
hood ever yone can be
proud of.” 
Two Easton residents

spoke at the public hear-
ing, and each wanted the
project to move forward. 
Basil Harrison of nearby

Dixon Street said he gives
his blessing for the project
to proceed. 
“This has been dragging

on for a long time,” he
said. “It’s a pile of dirt. It’s
just been a problem and
I’m glad to see it is possi-
bly going to move in the
right direction.
“This, with the single

families, is a better fit than
the townhouses that were
originally proposed,” he
said. “I hope that you

approve what he wants to
do. He seems to be a dili-
gent individual. I think he
wants to do the right
thing. He’s got my bless-
ings, and I hope he has
yours.”
The council raised con-

cerns about the private
road, which Ward 3
Councilman Len
Wendowski said would
make it nearly impossible
for residents to fund the
street’s future repaving
project. 
Other councilmembers

questioned why town
trash pick-up is being
requested when the devel-
opment is on a private
road.
Milburn said an agree-

ment may be able to be
worked out to transfer the
private road to the town. 
Council President John

Ford said the council will
discuss the private road
and public trash pick-up
during its deliberation. 
The record for the public

hearing will remain open
until 4:30 p.m. today.
Comments can be submit-
ted to the town office on
Harrison Street.
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WET BASEMENTS STINK !!

Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
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All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968 and the Fair Housing
Amendment Act of 1988  which
makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin,
or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” The newspa-
per will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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CRESTVIEW - Attractive residence is located 
just outside of Chestertown limits, conveniently 
located for most family activities and includes 
4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, separate dining room,
living room, central vac., full basement, central 
heat/AC and large deck, all on large lot with pri-
vate backyard. MLS #KE7540191 - $329,000.

COVENTRY FARMS - This 4 bedroom resi-
dence, immaculately maintained, only 2 years 
new, backs to woods, modern kitchen, breakfast
room/sun room, master bedroom suite, deck,
full basement, plus reserved park area across 
street. MLS #KE7464560, $279,000.

WATERFRONT FARM - 68± acre waterfront
farm on Jacks Cove (Still Pond Creek), 1600’±
waterfrontage, wooded shoreline, improve-
ments of limited value, light perkable soils, ex-
cellent goose hunting. Offered at $839,000. MLS
#KE7531400.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS - Exceptionally well main-
tained residence, move-in condition, security 
system, back-up generator system, greenhouse,
large patio, two storage areas, decorative fenc-
ing encloses the backyard, large modern kitch-
HQ� WZR�¿UHSODFHV� FHQWUDO $&� KRPH�RI¿FH� ORZ�
maintenance exterior are just a few of the ameni-
ties offered by this attractively landscaped cor-
ner property in Chestertown. MLS #KE7724417.
$329,000.

KENNEDYVILLE - Large residence, remodeled 
into an upscale restaurant, could be converted 
to residential use, central heat & A/C, sprin-
klers throughout, basement, off-street parking,
low maintenance exterior. MLS #KE7428016 - 
$299,000.

BETTERTON - 3 bedrooms, 2 bath cottage on 
quiet street, central heat, appliances remain,
storm windows, vinyl siding exterior, public 
water/sewer, easy walk to public beach. MLS
#KE7624941 - $175,000.

CHESTERTOWN - 3 bedroom home with cen-
WUDO� KHDW� ¿UHSODFH� IXOO� EDVHPHQW� DWWDFKHG�JD-
rage, screened back porch, convenient to hos-
pital/college/school. Freshly painted through,
new windows, new counter top and sink. MLS
#KE7235445. $169,000

ROCK HALL - 2 bedrooms, 1 bath just recently 
updated, most appliances remain, partially fur-
nished, town water and sewer, deep shaded 
lot, conveniently located to school and etc. MLS
#KE7663126, $109,000

THIS QUAINT 3 BEDROOM, 1 bath house is 
priced to sell. Lot is 50’x235’ with town water and 
sewer. Don’t wait on this one - tomorrow may be 
too late. Priced at $114,900. MLS #KE7693927

NEW LISTING - Looking for a Real Estate invest-
ment, you may consider this two bedroom home 
with central heat, ceiling fans, refrigerator, stack-
able clothes washer/dryer, public water/sewer,
vinyl siding, on almost 1/4 acre lot. Convenient
to Delaware and Rt. 301. Priced at $48,000. MLS
#KE7743078

ROCK HALL
Wilkins Ave. building site 
75x150, with an old mobile 
home of no value, public wa-
ter/sewer, several large trees,
convenient to public beach/
restaurants/marinas. MLS
#KE7674879, $89,900.
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By ISABEL JUNKIN

CHESTER — The largest
crop grown in Mar yland
is not corn, as you might
think; it is tur fgrass. The
acreage of tur fgrass in
Mar yland is almost dou-
ble that of corn. 
And while farmers have

to follow strict nutrient
management regulations,
homeowners traditionally
have had free reign when
applying fer tilizer to their
lawns. 
Until now, that is. In the

Chesapeake Bay water-
shed, people are begin-
ning to realize that home
lawn fer tilization con-
tributes a significant
amount of phosphorus
and nitrogen to our
waters, helping to fuel
the algae blooms, dead
zones, and general
decline in water quality
that so severely impact
our local streams, rivers,
and the Bay today. In the

Bay watershed, the states
of Virginia, New York,
New Jersey, and now
Mar yland have all passed
strict legislation regulat-
ing the use of home lawn
fer tilizer in an attempt to
reduce its negative
impacts on local waters
and the Chesapeake Bay.
Mar yland’s Lawn

Fertilizer Use Act of 2011
will be implemented in
phases and goes into full
ef fect by October 1st,
2013. 
This new law af fects

ever y Mar ylander who
maintains a home lawn.
Traditionally, the respon-
sibility for good water
quality has rested solely
on farmers, septic sys-
tems, and waste water
treatment plants. 
Now, however, ever y sin-

gle person who cares for
a home lawn will be held
accountable as well. Now
we all have the chance to
step up to the challenge

and become better stew-
ards of our environment,
simply by changing the
way we care for our
lawns.
This new legislation lim-

its the amount of fer tiliz-
er legally applied to lawns
and aims to reduce the
amount that runs of f into
water ways. 
The legislation bans the

use of phosphorus in
lawn fer tilizer except
when establishing a new
lawn or when a soil test
indicates deficiencies.
The act also restricts the
amount of nitrogen that

can be applied to lawns.
The law prohibits the
application of lawn fer til-
izer to frozen ground or
to imper vious sur faces. It
also prohibits the applica-
tion of lawn fer tilizer
between November 15th
and March 1st. 
The legislation bans the

application of lawn fer til-
izer within 15 feet of a
water body. These stipu-
lations encourage home-
owners to apply lawn fer-
tilizer only when needed
to maintain healthy grass,
thereby decreasing the
amount of lawn fer tilizer
that simply washes of f
our lawns and pollutes

our water ways.
Not only will complying

with these regulations
help the Bay, it will also
reduce the amount of fer-
tilizer you buy, thereby
saving you money.
Additional changes to
your lawn maintenance
routine will reduce nutri-
ent runof f and also save
you time and money. 
For example, you can

reduce the number of
times you mow your lawn
and increase your mow-
ing height, which saves
you time and allows grass
to grow longer and
healthier and absorb
more nutrients. 
You can leave grass clip-

pings on your lawn, allow-
ing for natural fer tiliza-
tion and reducing the
amount of fer tilizer you
need to buy.
Following the practices

mandated by this legisla-
tion will contribute to
improving water quality.
Similar legislation limit-
ing lawn fer tilizers con-

taining phosphorus was
enacted in 2007 in Ann
Arbor, Michigan. Water
quality sampling after the
ordinance went into
ef fect showed statistically
significant reductions of
p h o s p h o r u s .
Concentrations were
reduced by 28 percent
after just one year. 
This example shows that

by simply changing how
we care for our lawns we
can make a significant dif-
ference in the quality of
our waters.
Right now, counties all

across Mar yland are
working to reduce their
nitrogen and phosphorus
inputs to the Chesapeake
Bay as par t of the Total
Maximum Daily Load
process. By understand-
ing and following the new
lawn fer tilizer legislation
you can be a par t of this
vital ef for t for healthier
water.
Isabel Junkin is the Policy

Director for the Chester
River Association.

Your new rules regarding lawn fertilizer

Locust Commons developer
outlines amendment plan

The law prohibits the application of
lawn fertilizer to frozen ground or to
impervious surfaces. It also prohibits

the application of lawn fertilizer
between November 15th and March

1st.

Updated energy standards
to save buyers hundreds

It pays to advertise in the Kent County News.


