‘One year later, Kent County
chemlcal plant cleanup stalls
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A year aﬂm‘ the slxte ann‘;uhmd a ]sgal

dmnpnﬂaﬁumﬂnsiate

“plasticizers’
flexible. But. the state found the

original plan
rﬂd]sdmﬂl“dataandnmmonms"andhas .

mtedonmmsgn;vg toaseerminhowﬁar

contaminants may
“We'vemwwedtlnclmmpnlmundwsdnnt
‘agrea with it," said Dawh Stoltzfns, state environ-
ment agency spokeswoman, “We have requested
mﬁsmsmlmng’sandthepaﬂydoesnMagtmmmus."

ﬂ:epmhlumatﬂneplsntpeseno' relsased

immediate threat to nelghhorins residents, But
environmental

tochanupafuﬂ.ltythathasbeenﬁmsoumeof

complaints for decades. ;
“Idm'tkmwthereamvﬂw:t’stalnensotong :

system,aswel!esothurm-gam BF.HPhashmn

- banned thesale of chﬂdrmstoyswmmmngsnme

phthalates. .-
Marian Hwang, alawyu'ﬁ:rthe ourpolaﬁon.
declined to comment: But in a letter sent to the
- -gtate this month, she contends that it is. being
required to do more testing thar is needed,
because the levels of toxic pollution monttored in
the groundwater have declined and there is no
evidence any has seeped beyond the fenceline,
The lawyer asked that the court-
timetable for completing the study and deanupbe
put on hold while the state mulls its appeal, birt
hdgedtobegmwnrknndthechanw
Genovique submitted a plan for investigating
ﬂn‘extentofcontammaﬁon ‘pollution at the
Plaﬁt,buttthasneverbemapp:wadbyﬁem
“We'renot going to accept a substandardplan,” .
Stoltzfus said. “We're tahngourﬁmewmahe‘
i sure the cleamup is doneright.”

.

said Tom Leigh, the Chester Riverlseeper, Who since the &
noted that groundwater contarnination was et sﬁglnihst.]ulyﬂletehavé
“detected at the plant 20 years ago. While the phosphoruslevehmﬂlephnt’nwatﬁawamr
facility’s current and previous ownershave tilgm; w the limit nnrnmlly sot om municipal
some steps t remedy probiemns, he sald, nistbéss i

of the commumity are frustrated by the apparent |
lackofmnglessmmﬂmconsntdecreewu-

signed last July. .

3 ‘Theyoertamlydeservebetwrfmmthesmteas
well as the business owners that iun the plant,”
said Leigh, who monitors the condition of the
river for the Chester River Association.

The consent decree had settled a lawsuit filed by
ﬂxemtemmﬂmtamwedmeplamc{
discharging pclinted wastewater and of contam-
inating soil and groundwater beneath its facility.
Under the decree filed in Kent County Cireuit
Court, the company; previously known as Velsicol
Chemical Co., agreed to a timetable for in-
vestigating and cleaning up the problems within

two years. The company also agreed to pay a-

$200,000 fine in 18 monthly instaliments. The deal
had been billed by officials as the final resclution
of chronic pollution problems at the plant, which
has been in operation since the 19508, - -
Overtheyem's ﬂleChesmrtwnp]anthasused

tbesolventabenzenemdtolumeandms(z-
ethylhexyl) phthalate, also known as BEHP
Benzene can cause cancer in humans, while
toluene can damage the brain and nervous

Meanwliﬂe, Lelgh sald, ducks a0 guese fre-
-quent the pond collecting: BEHP4ainted storm
: rumoff. “Thosa birds move on and may wind up on
. somebody’s dinner plateone day” hesajd.

~ " Leigh said he is &'ustrated ‘becavise state law

the Waterkeeper Alliance, said the
'Germmuenleanupmpartofapattemnfﬂagglng
environmental enforcement in Maryland. State
data show declines last-year in both the tmxmber of
smmspectedandacﬁonstaken,shemhed.
“They either don't have the resonrces or the

pohtlcalmlltoaﬂequatelyaddmssvin]aﬂunsuf
environmental laws,” shesaid.” -

Stoltzfus said the state is dedicated o cleaning
upﬂmp]antbutac]mawhdgadthat“xmuumare
“Hmited,” She said the agency is overseeing about
100 consent decrees requiring pollution clnanups

situation,” the state spokeswoman said; “But we
have to set priorities when resources are tight.”



